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The Body As A Canvas
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The Oxford Dictionary defines a 
tattoo as mark (a person or a part of 
the body) with an indelible design 
by inserting pigment into punctures 
in the skin. Over the past year and a 
half 20-year-old Patrick Leonard has 
dedicated time and money into getting 
‘inked’. Leonard is part of a subculture 
of hardcore punk called Straight Edge 
that refrains from tobacco, alcohol, 
and recreational drugs. Straight Edge 
emerged in the 80’s in the hardcore 
punk scene. Today it is an increasingly 

recognized culture that has developed 
into a variety of beliefs and ideas. 
The culture may refrain from popular 
hobbies, but it encourages freedom 
of expression and creativity. Leonard 
enjoys leisure activities such as art and 
alternative. Leonard has his arm, chest 
ribs and thigh tattooed. I asked Leonard 
what made him start and he said, ‘I 
just always (have) been into hardcore 
punk and also into art. They go hand 
in hand in alternative.” Tattooing is an 
art media in which the tattooing, the 

body is just like a canvas. “I look at it as 
collecting art, nothing more. Its proof of an 
artist’s (work) represented on my body….
they represent artist that I am really into.” 
Leonard’s tattoos represent his alternative 
lifestyle however he believes that it is a 
let down when he sees other people with 
just one of two tattoos. Tattooing seems 
more and more to grow as a way of life.” 
I don’t really care what people do, but it’s 
about commitment, if you (only get one 
or two) it doesn’t look good.” Tattoos in 
the job industry are beginning to be more 

and more accepted then in the past. There 
used to be this stereotype that went hand 
in hand with tattoos. Pat said that he didn’t 
believe that society stereotypes people 
with tattoos as much as before. “I think if 
they do, they have a right to. I did this to 
myself. I wasn’t born with them…I have to 
be responsible for my actions.” In the future 
Pat plans on getting more tattoos, “I want to 
be covered….I would like to think (I would  
cover) my whole body. And if I wasn’t 
getting new ones, I would be touching up 
the old ones.”

Patrick Leonard shows off his new 
chest tattoo of a three eyed lion 
grasping tusks. It represents power 
and dtermination.    
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